
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 

COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 
October 2, 2014 

 
The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on October 2, 2014 at the Chancellor 
Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 
 
BOARD MEMBERS:   ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President  Mr. Mark Klein, Superintendent 
Richard Abramson, Esq.  Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education  
Mrs. Denise Brooks   Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Mr. Mark Byelich    Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
Dr. Bill Foster    Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board 
Mr. Jerold Grupp        Treasurer 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy   Mrs. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton  Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
     Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 
      
BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 35 persons from the public, staff  
Mr. Andy Block   and press 
 
SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Derek Reid, Esq. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mrs. Thomas asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mrs. Thomas.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 
 
Student Advisory Board – CRHS South 
Mr. Funk introduced the Student Advisory Board—Jarett Rovner, Jack Wheatley, Phylicia Wilkov, 
Hannah Devlin, Viktoriya Manasyan, and Sydney Mason.  Members of the Student Advisory Board 
presented an overview of student activities for each grade level.    
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
National Merit Scholars – CRHS South:  The following students received a Certificate of Recognition and 
were commended for their achievement:  Nathaniel Albuck, David A. Grigoryan, Thomas W. Hyndman, 
Tanya Kumar, Shane Mallee, Melissa Nicholas, Jennifer Park, Madison A. Peschen, Christine M. 
Roberts, Alexander F. Rose and Mitchell D. Rosen. 
 
Edulink Notification System is used by CR to notify parents of weather-related emergencies.  The District 
started to use this system for school-based announcements.  To ensure that the system is working, a test 
will be conducted on Wednesday, October 8, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  A staff test will begin at 5:00 p.m.  
A notice will be posted on the website. 
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Public Comment 
Tara Wigginton, Ivyland, PA, shared an article which captures what the ACHIEVE Program stands for 
and sheds light on its goals.  The article was featured in the Local Living Magazine.  She asked the Board 
and Administration to replicate the current location when re-locating the ACHIEVE Program.  She stated 
that the Chancellor building would be acceptable.   
 
Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA, supports removing the modular classrooms and adding extra 
classrooms.  The District would need to redistrict and add 16-17 more classrooms to remove the 
modulars.  Class size efficiency is also important.  Currently, the average class size is 23.6, without 
Wrightstown Elementary it would be 23.7.  If the District wants to remove modular classrooms, optimize 
class sizes, be more efficient and be able to redirect funds to expensive District initiatives, the option to 
create 5th and 6th grade centers should be considered.  She received positive feedback from principals at 
5th and 6th grade centers in PA.   
 
Robin Wells, Holland, PA, commended the District for its Autism Support Program.  Her daughter has 
flourished; however, she can’t say the same thing for her son who is in the Humanities Program.  When 
her son didn’t qualify for math enrichment, he could not re-take the test.  Need parents to be involved and 
instructional designers, to redesign the curriculum. 
 
Mike Thorwart Holland PA.  In April 2013 the Humanities Program was found to be deficient.  
According to his review of Title 22, Chapter 16, the District is supposed to offer individualized 
instruction.  Regardless of a student’s exceptionality, the students are placed in a social studies program.  
The design and delivery of the District’s programming is not individualized.  He asked the Board for its 
help with the humanities-based programs.     
 
Terry Trazer, Council Rock, PA.  Her son is in the Humanities Program and was accepted into the math 
enrichment program.  However, she did not think that the students are getting what they need out of the 
Humanities Program.  The students are only studying Humanities social studies.  She asked for a change 
in the District’s programming. 
 
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, advised the Board that the Schrader numbers for the number of rooms in a 
building are different in different reports.  The Board should determine what figures are correct.  There 
are 29 regular education rooms but at a 100 capacity, Schrader uses only 25 rooms.  When Schrader’s 
study was done, the District was down 30 sections in the elementary schools.  Full-size classrooms are 
being used for part-time functions.  Need to shepherd the process through and have an efficiency study on 
every classroom.  She was disappointed that the District is moving on with Newtown Middle without 
talking about Holland Middle because Holland Middle would provide savings.  She also thanked the 
Goodnoe PTO for the computers that they are giving to the students. 
 
Paul Daruso Newtown, PA, reminded the Board that when he first attended, it was not the Board’s intent 
to close schools.  He asked the Board to consider all options and to review the information carefully, 
especially in view of the new data.  He was present to hear the Board review and discuss the use of vans 
and would like to hear a similar discussion before any schools are closed. 
 
Discussion Items 
Mr. Klein reviewed the Chart of Work outlining specific tasks that need to be completed by the 
Administration.  The Board was provided with a savings projection if Wrightstown Elementary School is 
closed, the cost to remove the classroom trailers and repurpose Richboro Middle School.  Other tasks are 
due on October 8th.   
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Discussion ensued on what the numbers represent, the amount of savings and the tasks that need to be 
completed.  Suggestions were made to include notations of what the numbers mean, calculate the average 
cost per student (based on apportionment per student), the maximum/minimum savings and avoided costs 
e.g. renovations.    
 
Mrs. Thomas led a discussion on what motions the Board is ready to consider on November 6.  It was the 
general feeling that further analysis and dialogue would be required before the Board could make a 
decision about closing a school, redistricting or removing modular classrooms, among other things.  In 
response to Mr. Grupp’s inquiry, Mr. Reid advised that if a school is empty and does not open when the 
rest of the schools open, the school would technically be closed; however, it doesn’t preclude the building 
from being a school.       
 
Mrs. Thomas is ready to consider (1) moving non-student activities at LSAC to CRHS North; (2) building 
a new Newtown Middle School; (3) renovating Holland Middle School with the goal to close Richboro 
Middle and (4) the disposition of the Howes Tract.  She recognized the need to make the removal of 
classroom trailers a higher priority than closing an elementary school; however, more information is 
required before a motion could be considered by the Board.  Mrs. Brooks stated that a wholesale 
redistricting would have to be completed before the Board could consider removing the modulars.  Dr. 
Foster noted that if it is the Board’s intent to remove the modular classrooms, the District needs to be 
redistricted soon.  Mrs. Thomas would like the Administration to complete its analysis about redistricting 
and removing the classroom trailers at its earliest convenience.   
 
Mrs. Sexton is prepared to vote on the closure Wrightstown Elementary School.  If the motion fails, she 
would vote for redistricting to optimize the use of facilities and class size with the stipulation that all the 
classroom trailers are removed.  She will not vote for any new construction or to renovate a school until 
the Administration can demonstrate that the facilities are being used efficiently.  
 
Mr. Abramson stressed the need to decide on a grade configuration before considering the removal of 
modular classrooms, the renovations at Holland Middle and/or new construction at Newtown Middle.  
Before the Board can consider the option to create 5th and 6th grade centers, the Administration needs to 
complete its analysis and share their findings with the Board. 
 
Mrs. Sexton also spoke about constructing a pole barn.  Mr. Taylor advised that he expects to receive a 
proposal from the architect by the middle of October.  Mr. Grupp and other members of the Board agreed 
to remove the pole barn from the list of tasks that need to be completed.   
 
Mr. Byelich requested that the closure of Rolling Hills and Wrightstown Elementary Schools be added to 
the list and asked the Administration to provide him with the best scenario.  Mr. Abramson agreed with 
Mr. Byelich to close Rolling Hills.  He would close Rolling Hills after Wrightstown Elementary.  Dr. 
Foster further noted it may not be feasible to close a school if the classroom trailers were removed. 
 
The Board took a brief recess and convened at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Brooks stated that if the Board decides to close an elementary school, the only option is 
Wrightstown Elementary School.  Closing Wrightstown Elementary would not require any renovations to 
other buildings.  Dr. Foster believes that if the Board is going to redistrict soon and close a school, it 
should be done together. Mrs. Brooks concluded that if the model indicates that it is not feasible to close 
Wrightstown Elementary in the short term, she is not willing to have the Administration spend time on 
this recommendation.   
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Mr. Klein advised that the District would not be able to close two elementary schools and remove 26 
modular classrooms.  It would not be feasible to base enrollment on 10,200 students in the planning 
model.  The Board would have to review the models and decide what should be done.  Furthermore, the 
Administration needs to utilize the school buildings to the capacity that the Administration thinks the 
buildings were built to accommodate the number of students.  Mr. Grupp asked the Administration to do a 
high level analysis. 
 
Mrs. Thomas requested the members of the Board to e-mail Mr. Klein with their feedback on his findings 
before the documents are posted on the website.      
 
Items for Board Approval 
 
Approval of Agreement to Retain Counsel for Collective Bargaining 
Mr. Klein noted that the agreement was revised and approved by legal counsel.  A brief discussion ensued 
on billing increments and administration charges.   
 
After discussion, upon motion duly made by Mr. Byelich and seconded by Dr. Foster, the Board approved 
the Retainer Agreement with Mr. Fred D’Angelo subject to solicitor review by a vote of 5 ayes, 2 nays, 1 
abstain.  Messrs. Abramson and Byelich voted against and Mr. Grupp abstained.  Note:  Mr. Block was 
not present.   
 
Approval of Change Orders 
• Change Order No. GC 001 to Custom Surface Company, Inc. for the Holland Middle School and 

Churchville Elementary School Asphalt Repairs and Seal Coating Project. 
 
Mrs. McKessy moved to approve Change Order No. GC 001 to Custom Surface Company, Inc. for Bid 
Package #1 – Asphalt Repairs and Seal Coating, CRSD -- Bid 14-15 in the additive amount of 
$10,000.00, subject to audit and Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board 
approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   
 
• Change Order No. GC 001 to Continental Flooring Company for the CRHS South Floor Finish 

Replacement Project. 
 
Mrs. McKessy moved to approve Change Order No. GC 001 to Continental Flooring Company for Bid 
Package #2 – Floor Finish Replacement/Corridor Renovations, CRSD -- Bid 14-19 in the credit amount 
of $9,172.00 and Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion 
by unanimous consent. Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   

 
• Change Order No. GC 001 to Walter Brucker and Company, Inc. for the Wrightstown Elementary 

School Floor Finish Replacement and Corridor Renovations Project.   
 

Mrs. McKessy moved to approve Change Order No. GC 001 to Walter Brucker and Company, Inc. for 
Bid Package #2 – Floor Finish Replacement/Corridor Renovations, CRSD -- Bid 14-17/18 in the credit 
amount of $4,891.00 and Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said 
motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   

 
• Change Order No. GC 001 to TE Construction Services, LLC for the Richboro Middle School Floor 

Finish Replacement Project. 
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Mrs. McKessy moved to approve Change Order No. GC 001 to TE Construction Services, LLC for Bid 
Package #2 – Floor Finish Replacement/Corridor Renovations, CRSD -- Bid 14-16 in the credit amount 
of $9,414.80 and Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion 
by unanimous consent. Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   
  
• Change Order No. GC 001 to Old Philadelphia Associates, Inc. for the CRHS North Concrete Canopy 

Restoration Project. 
 

Mrs. McKessy moved to approve Change Order No. GC 001 to Old Philadelphia Associates, Inc. for Bid 
Package #3 – CRHS North – Concrete Canopies, CRSD -- Bid 14-12 in the credit amount of $1,710.00 
and Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by 
unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   

 
• Change Order No. 01 to Garland/DBS, Inc. for the CRHS North Roof Replacement Project. 

 
Mrs. McKessy moved to approve Change Order No. 01 to Garland/DBS, Inc. for CRHS North Roof 
Replacement in the credit amount of $26,660.00 and Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  Hearing no 
objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   

 
Approval of Professional Services for Newtown Middle School Site 
Mr. Abramson moved to award the Professional Services Agreement for Geotechnical Investigations to 
David Blackmore & Associates at a total cost not-to-exceed $26,560.00 for the Proposed Newtown 
Middle School, subject to audit, and Mr. Byelich seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Klein noted that the Administration is in the process of reviewing recent changes to the agreement 
and will return to the Board for its approval.  
 
After discussion, Mr. Abramson made a motion to table the motion to October 16, 2014 and Mr. Grupp 
seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the motion was tabled.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present. 
 
Approval of Professional Services for Newtown Middle School Site 
• Approval of Breslin Ridyard Fadero Architects 
Mr. Taylor reviewed and discussed the findings of the initial survey and the supplemental services 
required to assist in determining if regulatory wetlands exist.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Dr. Foster and seconded by Mrs. McKessy, the Board approved the 
Amendment to the Agreement between Council Rock School District and Breslin Ridyard Fadero 
Architects for the Supplemental Land Survey Services for the Proposed Newtown Middle School Project 
at a total cost not-to-exceed $4,250.00 subject to audit and solicitors review by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 
abstain.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present. 
 
Transfer and Conveyance Agreement for three modular classroom currently located at the 
Newtown Middle School 
Discussion ensued on the removal of modular classrooms, in particular the transfer of ownership, 
restoration efforts, insurance and liability coverage.  Mr. Taylor advised that, prior to execution, the serial 
numbers of the modulars will be noted on the Transfer and Conveyance Agreement.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Mr. Grupp and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board approved the Transfer 
and Conveyance Agreement for four (4) modular classrooms as identified in the Agreement to City of 
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Philadelphia Police Department in the amount of $1.00, subject to audit and identification of the specific 
units, by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstain.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present. 
 
Approval of Goodnoe Elementary School PTO Donation 
Mrs. Sexton moved to approve the purchase of 30 lap top computers and 2 charging carts by the Goodnoe 
Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization for use by students at a total cost of $23,169.52, subject 
to audit and Mr. Byelich seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by 
unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   
 
Approval of Bid #14-40 Cisco Network Equipment and SIEM 
Mr. Byelich moved to award Category 1, Cisco 3750x Network Switches, to ePlus Technologies at a cost 
not to exceed $204,869.12, subject to audit, and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  Hearing no objections, 
the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. Note:  Mr. Block was not present.    
 
Mr. Byelich moved to award Category 2, Cisco 4500x Network Switches, to Insight Public Section at a 
cost not to exceed $33,426.00, subject to audit and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  Hearing no 
objections, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   
 
Mr. Byelich moved to award Category 4, Cisco B6KE Switch, to ePlus Technologies at a cost not to 
exceed $56,341.00, subject to audit and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  Hearing no objections, the 
Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   
 
Mr. Byelich moved to award Category 5, Alien Vault SIEM, to ASK Technologies at a cost not to exceed 
$34,680.00, subject to audit and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  Hearing no objections, the Board 
approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Block was not present.   
 
Mr. Byelich moved to reject Category 3, Cisco 6800 network switch and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  
Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mr. Block was not 
present.   
 
Discussion ensued on the potential move of the Network Operating Center (NOC), space requirements 
and the need for a Category 3 switch at some future date.       
 
Board Topics 
Mrs. Thomas informed the Board of a letter she received from the School District of the Borough of 
Morrisville who are seeking to develop a tuition-based program or merge with another school district.  
Given the current environment and the issues being addressed by the Board on how to accommodate the 
students at Council Rock, the members of the Board were not interested in merging or accepting students 
from the Morrisville School District at this time.  Mrs. Thomas agreed to respond accordingly.   
 
In response to Mr. Grupp’s inquiry, Dr. Lambert advised that he is in the process of gathering the 
necessary data for a bus and/or passenger van for the ACHIEVE Program and expects to seek Board 
approval in January 2015.   In addition, he advised Mrs. Sexton that he will arrange a time to meet with 
the parents of gifted students at the end of the school year and also stated that parents can call him any 
time to meet with him.  
 
Committee Reports 
Academic Standards Committee:  Mrs. Brooks reported that the Committee met this evening prior to the 
Board meeting at 6:00 p.m.  The Committee reviewed and discussed courses at the high school level and 
changes to some of the courses being offered next year.  The High School grading system, the use of 
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Home Access Center, uniformity across both high schools in terms of the use of pluses or minuses and 
rounding, numerical values of letter grades were also reviewed and discussed.  The Committee will seek 
Board approval on November 6 to add three new courses--AP Accounting, Accelerated Calculus and 
Honors Latin 4.   
 
Facilities Committee:  Mrs. McKessy reported that the Committee met on August 13, 2014.  The next 
meeting is scheduled to be held with the Finance Committee on October 30, 2014.  A special meeting of 
the Board will be held at CRHS South on October 9, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. for public comment on capital 
planning followed by another meeting at Newtown Middle School on October 30, 2014. 
 
Bucks County Intermediate Unit No. 22 Representative 
Mrs. Sexton participated on a podcast which brought together 850 people throughout the state of 
Pennsylvania to review and discuss full and fair funding.  The event was sponsored by the William Penn 
Foundation.  Council Rock will continue to participate with this group.    
 
Public Comment  
Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA, commented that it would be difficult to remove all modular 
classrooms.  By creating 5th and 6th grade centers the District could save money and increase efficiencies.  
Presently, there is not enough capacity to close schools unless enrollment declines. Students need to be 
moved out of the classroom trailers.  She referenced her handout comparing the impact on space, class 
size and cost “Without Wrightstown” and with the creation of “5th/6th Grade Centers”, including 
balancing capacity and enrollment in the North and South.   
 
Amy McIntyre, Newtown, PA, noted that with the shortage of classrooms, it would not be appropriate to 
close Wrightstown Elementary.  The community needs to be involved and can assist the Administration 
in its decision making process.  She is trying to get people to attend meetings and get involved.  Mrs. 
Schottmiller has offered a proposal worth considering. 
 
A gentleman approached the podium and suggested that an e-mail be sent to the public advising them that 
the Board will be discussing full redistricting and presenting the results of this modeling exercise that will 
actually show the redistricting lines.  Furthermore, it appears that the Board is moving forward with 
constructing a new Newtown Middle School, noting that a geotechnical study has been tabled for further 
discussion.    
 
Scott McBurney, Wrightstown, PA, did not feel the Board could have any discussions about closing 
Wrightstown Elementary or redistricting without first considering a grade configuration.  A decision 
needs to be made about how the District will look like.  He was concerned about the safety of students 
and questioned why schools need to be closed before the classroom trailers are removed. 
 
Kevin Campbell, Washington Crossing, PA, Capital Planning Committee Member, voiced his concern 
about the security of the students who are in modular classrooms.  The Board needs to decide about what 
needs to be done.  A five-year plan needs to be flexible and be able to change as the community changes.  
Decisions are being made to spend money on Newtown Middle School when the Board has not yet 
decided to move forward with building a new Newtown Middle School.  Need to look at reducing 
operating costs across the board.  He also questioned whether there is a contingency plan in the event of a 
disaster.    
 
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, updated her enrollment figures to account for students who have been lost 
since 2006.  Schools that are stressed are Rolling Hills Elementary, Hillcrest Elementary, Richboro 
Elementary and Wrightstown Elementary.  Richboro and Hillcrest have needs and renovations of 
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approximately $1.5 million.  With regard to space utilization, she reviewed the number of classrooms 
used at each elementary school for OT and PT.  She further noted that there are 9.25 full size classrooms 
used for guidance and 8.5 classrooms, for counsellors.  Need to know the cost per student to calculate the 
savings when redistricting.  She would also like to have the current elementary redistricting segments 
posted on the website.   
 
Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA, noted that her daughter went to Wrightstown and that she had 
OT/PT which is not part of special education.  Sometimes those services are used for students in general 
education. 
 
Steve McGill, Holland PA, Capital Planning Committee Member, spoke about the need for modeling to 
identify the hidden costs, opportunities and threats.  Motions need to be formulated for the Board to move 
forward--motions such as the removal of modular classrooms, redistricting CRSD, and construction of a 
new Newtown Middle School.  People need to know where the Board stands.   
 
On behalf of the School District, Mr. Klein expressed his deepest sympathy and extended his condolences 
to the family of Drew Ferrandino, a student at Newtown Elementary School, who passed away on 
Tuesday, September 30th.   
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors. 
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